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Abstract

The study aimed to identify the standards of academic writing at the postgraduate level in
educational programs at Saudi universities, as well as the challenges students face in
mastering these skills. A qualitative approach was employed to collect and analyze data using
thematic analysis design. Responses were obtained through an open-ended questionnaire
consisting of two questions directed to a purposive sample of university professors from
colleges of education, totaling 14 experts.The study concluded that there are nine main
standards forming the core framework for academic writing, including adherence to scientific
language, avoidance of linguistic and grammatical errors, proper use of punctuation, adoption
of a precise scientific writing style that ensures consistency in presentation and analysis, use
of scientific terminology, referencing studies, research, and reports with proper citation
according to a standardized documentation system, maintaining a balance between
descriptive, analytical, and critical styles when dealing with literature, data, and results,
adherence to objectivity and neutrality, respect for intellectual property rights and research
ethics, and writing with intellectual depth, free from emotional bias or personal inclinations
Additionally, the study identified eight challenges facing postgraduate educational students
in mastering these skills. These include the low level of prior academic qualification before
joining postgraduate programs, lack of training programs within academic curricula, limited
ongoing engagement with specialized research output, absence of institutional standards to
ensure academic writing quality, insufficient academic supervision in enhancing writing
skills, examiners' focus on research methodologies rather than writing styles, students’ fear of
criticism, and weak engagement with supportive technological tools such as reference
management software or proofreading tools.

Keywords: Academic Writing, Standards of Academic Writing, Challenges of Academic
Writing.
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