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Abstract

Speech disorders and behavioral disorders are variables that have a negative impact on the
condition and the environment in which any person lives. Speech disorders hinder an individual
from many necessary social interactions. Behavioral disorders may cause different levels of
harm to the individual, and this harm may extend to those around him. People with mental
disabilities, especially adolescents, are in urgent need of deepening studies and research that
address their problems. Therefore, the current research aims to identify the level of prevalence
of speech disorders and their various dimensions among adolescents with mental disabilities.
It also investigates the relationship between speech disorders and behavioral disorders and
studies the differences between younger and older adolescents with mental disabilities in
speech disorders and behavioral disorders. The sample of the current research consisted of (81)
adolescents with mental disabilities. The age of the research sample ranged between (13-18)
years. The research tools included a speech disorders observation form prepared by Al-Ghamdi
(2009) and a behavioral disorders scale prepared by (the researcher). The results showed that
the prevalence of speech disorders among adolescents with mental disabilities reached (24%).
There is a significant positive correlation between speech disorders and behavioral disorders
in adolescents with mental disabilities. There are no significant differences between the average
scores of older and younger adolescents with mental disabilities in speech disorders and
behavioral disorders. Among the study's recommendations is urging institutions and specialists
in the field of people with disabilities to formulate diagnostic protocols that include diagnosing
behavioral disorders among mentally disabled adolescents with speech disorders.
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